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Thus have | heard: The Exalted One was at one time residing at Benares in the Deer Park at Isipatana.
There, the Exalted One addressed the group of five monks saying: "Monks," and they replied to Him,

"Venerable Sir." Then the Exalted One said:
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"Form (rupa or matter) is not soul (atta). If form, monks, were soul, then this form would not lead to
affliction, and one would be able to say, 'Let my form be thus. Let my form not be thus.'
Since form is not soul, it leads to affliction and no one can say, 'Let my form be thus. Let my form not be
thus."™
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